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Midlands Environmental Business Company is the proprietor of the Midlands Environmental
Business Network originally formed in 1991. It is a not-for-profit business, managed by
representatives from regional public and private sector organisations, and is at the forefront in
promoting to the business community the business values of sustainable development. MEBC
Projects Limited, also a not-for-profit company, manages projects undertaken by the MEBC.
Contact:
0121 693 8331 * jenniem@ebc-info.co.uk * www.envirobiz.co.uk

Wanted – Good News
MEBC to headline success at Gala Dinner and AGM
Regional businesses that have successfully undertaken business in the so called “environment
sector” are to be given a major publicity opportunity at the 2004 MEBC’s AGM. In addition to
the MEBC Annual Award, presented for the first time at the 2003 AGM, a “Scroll of Success”
will be launched at the 2004 event which will show how active regional businesses are in the
sector in both UK and overseas markets.
The 2004 AGM, to be held on the evening of December 9th, will be a gala event – a combined
AGM and Dinner to be staged at the Banqueting Suite of Birmingham Council House. The
event is supported by Advantage West Midlands, Sustainability West Midlands and the
Environment Agency.
MEBC CEO, David Middleton, says: “We know regional businesses are active in the UK but
also worldwide from China to Brazil, from Russia to South Africa. They are helping clean up
dirty land, provide people with clean water, helping cities combat pollution and so on. Without
getting too scientific or spending vast amounts of research time and money, we want to shine a
spotlight on this region’s unquestionable skills and talents in the environmental business
Typical
markets of the world.” More details will be released later in the year.

Regional Companies At WindEnergy
2004 In Hamburg

work. Wardell Armstrong at the
Staffordshire Handsacre site where they were
appointed by the British Pipeline Authority to do
an environmental impact assessment on the rerouting of a section of its pipeline. Their diversion
gained DEFRA approval and protected a colony of
great crested newts.

WindEnergy 2004, the premier international fair for the wind industry
in mid May, attracted more than 10,000 trade visitors, nearly 30% from
outside Germany. More than 330 companies from 18 nations
presented their innovations and new services for all aspects of wind
energy. WindEnergy is considered to be the international contact
platform for the industry, including the whole of the value chain,
turbine manufacturers, component suppliers and service companies. It
was an ideal platform on which to expose UK exhibitors on the
WindSupply stand.

European Energy Trophy
The European Energy trophy is an energy saving
competition between 50 companies from six European
countries. Each participant aims to save as much energy
as possible in one office building in one year using costfree measures only (i.e. behavioural changes).
Participating in the competition is free. If you are
interested, please contact Jonathan Roberts via
jonr@ebc-info.co.uk or 0121 693 8330

WindSupply started as an MEBC project to link potential regional
suppliers to the enormous opportunity in the new wind energy market,
became a partnership with Advantage West Midlands, and now
involves the DTI and other regions especially the East Midlands and
the North West. The British Village held the highest number of
exhibitors for any country, 14 of which were on the WindSupply stand.
Stuart Ramsey of Silvertown UK Ltd of Burton-on-Trent said: “The
Wind Energy Trade fair was an excellent, well organised, well-run
event for all the major manufacturers and suppliers to display their
products and capabilities. The main benefits to Silvertown were that it
was an excellent opportunity to assess the European Wind Energy
market in terms of the main manufacturers and their share of the
market.. We were able to assess the applications for Silvertown
products with the Wind turbine manufacturers and ascertain future
supply opportunities into the UK market. A lot of key contacts were
made and we intend to progress these over the coming months!
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Burns.(Environment Agency); Roger Key; Tony Lass (Fox Consultancy); Pat Laughlin (Pat Laughlin Associates); Chris Martin; Fred Preston (Moreton Management
Services); John Sharpe (Bates Wood Consultancy); John Turner (Valeswood ETD).

NISP-WM Goes From Strength To Strength
The National Industrial Symbiosis Programme – West Midlands (NISP-WM) team has been
working hard to build on the early successes of this unique resource maximisation programme.
Membership has grown nearly 20% and currently stands at over 230. The team is proud to
welcome Ford, Jaguar, Land Rover, Severn Trent, Premier Waste, Envirotreat, HR
Johnson, Shropshire Waste Partnership, Wedgwood, Organic Resource Agency, and
Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens among others seeking to profit from this innovative
programme.
Coming activity in June includes two “Synergy Workshops” for aggregate and mineral
replacement, and four others later in the year for similarly specialised subjects. The team is
delighted to have secured financial and technical support from the Mini-Faraday Partnership for
these workshops.
A key development has been the NISP data collection tool which has had a functional and
aesthetic makeover to meet increased demands and expectations of members. It forms the
backbone of the national programme and allows diverse members wherever they are to share and
interrogate data. More in-depth news and a series of new case studies will be released next month
including tyre recycling, the reuse of phenolic sand, waste plastics as fertiliser, cardboard and
battery recycling. The combined tonnage of these examples are estimated to be above 456,000
leading to business savings of more than £675,000 a year.

Anita Davison – MEBC’s
New Company Secretary
Anita qualified as a solicitor in September 1998 having
completed a degree in Law and French at Birmingham. She
trained and qualified with Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw in
London before joining Eversheds’ Environment, Health and
Safety Team in Birmingham in 2002. She has experience in a
wide range of environmental matters, including the
environmental aspects of property and corporate transactions,
in particular in the industrial and chemical sectors. She also
regularly advises on stand-alone environmental regulatory
issues, contaminated land, waste and water matters, and has
particular expertise in climate change and greenhouse gas
emissions trading. Anita is a member of the United Kingdom
Environmental Law Association, and its Working Group on
Climate Change, and The Midlands Environmental Business Company. She takes over the role
from Rory Tait who now operates full time from Eversheds London office.

Stephen Timms To Launch New CSR Academy

The UK minister for corporate social responsibility, Stephen Timms, is to launch a new SR
Academy which will support the development of specific CSR skills within mainstream managers
and business practitioners.
He is quoted as saying: “I hope that organisations from various sectors will take the opportunity
to become programme partners with the academy when it is launched in July. The Academy
Steering Group is chaired by Clive Mather UK Chairman of Shell. More info via the very useful
via3net on www.via3.net.co.uk

July 8 MEBC Business Breakfast Briefing in Coventry
Bayton Road Industrial Estate, Coventry will be the location of the MEBC’s July BBB and will
include an optional best practice site visit to Callow and Maddox, an auto industry supplier that
has achieved environmental business standard 14001. Matt Roberts of Coventry City Council
said after the last BBB at Kenilworth “how enjoyable, informative and useful the briefing was”.

RegenWM Headlines Three Sustainability Tool Kits

RegenWM provides a short guide to what is available if you want to regenerate and protect the
environment.. Their report can be seen on http://www.regenwm.org/news-details.asp?nid=26

MEBC and CIWEM

The MEBC and CIWEM staged an evening event hosted by the NEC at which MEBC CEO
David Middleton talked about the MEBC’s programme of activity and John Cole of the NEC
provided an update on SEXI, the Sustainable Exhibition Industry programme. MEBC members
are also invited by CIWEM to a free Waste Producers’ Conference Day on June 24 at the Apollo
Cinema, Paignton. Keynote speaker: Stephen Timms. Event Chairman: Peter Jones of Biffa.
More info via Karen.wilkins@ciwem.co.uk

MEBC & Government’s
SD Strategy Review
MEBC is joining forces with the
Birmingham based Business Council for
Sustainable Development – United
Kingdom (BCSD-UK) to provide a
comprehensive, multi-sectored response
to the UK Government’s review of its
sustainable development strategy.
June 10 Think Tank
MEBC members turned out in force for
a
Sustainability
West
Midlands/Government Office for the
West Midlands business group Think
Tank held at KPMG’s offices in
Birmingham. Around half the large
meeting was made up of MEBC
members.
July 6 Ministerial Meeting
The outputs from the June 10th event
will be taken forward to a regional
meeting with a Government Minister.
Good News – Bad News
Apart from answering the questions
raised by DEFRA in the consultancy
process, MEBC and BCSD-UK will
submit evidence from the business
community of where sustainable
development values are successfully
being delivered, and where attempts to
deliver are hitting barriers.
The good news will include examples of
successful materials utilisation, practical
corporate responsibility and renewable
energy and energy efficiency related
activity. The bad news will cover
legislation, the bad application of
legislation, planning, financial and
bureaucracy difficulties.
Tony Dean Questions EMS.
John Sharpe Defends Them
The May Business Breakfast Briefing
staged at Birmingham Council House
Banqueting
Suite,
saw
Regional
Environment Agency Director, Tony
Dean, and MEBC Director of Planning,
John Sharpe, give opposing views of the
value of environmental management
systems (EMS). MEBC Network
members can obtain copies of the
PowerPoint slides free via the secretariat.
DEFRA Publishes World Summit
Plans
DEFRA has published a set of plans for
delivering commitments made at the
World Summit in Johannesburg.
Business may be interested in “Delivery
Plans covering Agriculture, Chemicals;
Fisheries; Int Biodiversification; Oceans,
Sustainable Consumption & Production.

www.sustainabledevelopment.gov.uk/eacwssd/progress.html
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